President’s report to committee, 27" June, 2026

‘Phillip Island 2050’ - Vision — RSL 22" June

A vision from PICS as presented to the meeting.

Nature on Phillip Island has always needed a voice. We speak up for nature. All
residents have the right to object to permit applications in our planning system.

In 1968 when the beautiful Rhyll Inlet was planned to become a marina and housing
subdivision, it needed a voice, so our Society was formed at a public meeting and
made our objection. It led to the Inlet being saved for future generations.

Following objections from our Society and others in 1979, the construction of six
holiday flats on penguin habitat at Summerland was stopped; and in 1988 the
beauty of Saltwater Creek and Anchorage Beach was protected from a canal-based
housing subdivision after we joined many others to speak up for nature and
landscape values. There were many other occasions.

Giving nature a voice makes a difference.
Visions:

Now that we have the high-level Bass Coast Statement of Planning Policy (SPP)
making township boundaries permanent and protecting natural landforms and areas
of geographic significance, we have an opportunity to preserve the rural
landscape character of Phillip Island — as a vision for 2050, by using our right to
be heard when new local policy is advertised.

It's Important to keep the Island’s nature reserves replanted and free of weeds, and
tree planting should include the whole Island. Phillip Island Land Alliance (PILA)
brings Landcare, PICS, and all the nine Coast Care/Action groups together to plan
for climate-resilient “Biolinks” across the Island for wildlife movement. The Nature
Park will help coordinate volunteers for this big replanting effort. Anyone can get
involved. The achievement of Island-wide biolinks, is a PICS vision for 2050.

There is an inadequate supply of public open space land for the existing Cape
Woolamai community and nearby villages. This need will get worse with expected
population growth. If council is persuaded that the airport land has strategic value as
future public open space, it could apply a Public Acquisition Overlay for future
purchase. Being in the Farming Zone, outside a settlement boundary it should not
be expensive. Making the old airport land public open space is a PICS vision
for 2050.

The Island and Western Port Bay are part of the Western Port Biosphere. So are the
Western Port Woodlands. Both Woodlands and Bay are sensitive ecosystems in



need of state protection. Secure state protection for the Woodlands and
Western Port Bay is a vision which cannot wait until 2050!

Greg Johnson for PICS

Workshop facilitated by Environment Victoria — Crib Point, Tuesday 23 June, 2026

“Future of Western Port” planning session

Terry Nott and | attended a productive workshop at Crib Point on Tuesday. A
gathering of all the enviro groups around W Port concerned about what the VRET
might do to Ramsar values etc. Facilitated by Environment Victoria and VNPA.

Main topic: In the context of the coming state election, how to promote the
‘Framework - management plan’ idea for W Port and what role it should have in
dealing with the VRET’s Environment Effects Statement when it’s released to the
public. About 25-30 people were present including EV's CEO.

Here is a worthy donation cause which might be good for a Facebook
promotion: "Western Port DOWN UNDER" - documentary film (no doubt the film

Sheree Marris is working on) Provided to Christine Grayden.

www.westernportdownunder.com.au
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http://www.westernportdownunder.com.au/

