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For Our Future 

Eco Arts Celebration



We honour the beautiful 

Boonwurrung/Bunurong Country, 

and we thank the Ancestors who 

have cared for this Country for 

tens of thousands of years. 

We recognise the wisdom of 

First Nation Peoples here and 

across the world who have taught 

us the importance of being in 

relationship with Country and 

caring for the Living World.





On Zoom …

Craig Barrie – Musician, General Manager Community Music Victoria; Wonthaggi ArtSpace, Bass Coast; 

Malgorzata Oakes - Artist, Hudson Valley, New York State; Colin Funk Eco Theatre-maker Cortes Island, 

British Columbia; Donita Large - Cree Singer/Songwriter and Cultural Educator; Joey Thompson - Climate 

Activist and Environmental Leader, Newhaven College calling in from Seattle, USA.



Ursula Theinert, Werner Theinert and Deb Watson hosted the Eco Arts Celebration at ArtSpace Wonthaggi



Introductions across the oceans



Collaborative Responses to Whale Songs



Earlier in the week … Collaboration between Bass Coast Children’s Centre and Rose Lodge Residents 

























Children from

Newhaven Primary School

with Principal Sharyne Munday













Ploen shared the story of the Full Moon ritual 

of saying sorry and thank you to the ocean.



Special Thanks

Artists in Bass Coast and beyond, including Creative Message Exchange participants:

Prof Melanie Yazzie, Lisa Kennedy, Ursula Theinert, Karin Ellis, Deb Watson, Alisoun Neville, Aunty Sam Walker-

Williams, Ronald Edwards Pepper, Travis Wiltshire, Elder Tom Crane Bear, Colin Funk, Connie Brill, Jane 

Newman, Karen McDiarmid,  Sue Pearson, Steve Kirkbright, Jenni Kirkbright, Trish Hart, Jenny Manhal, 

Genevieve Manhal, Maree Gullock, Helen Broad, Kathy Wiltshire, Linda Senhenn, Joanne van der Heyden, 

Wendy Fletcher, Caroline Poynter, Sue Woolley, Jenny McDonald, Rosemary Chan, Caroline Anderson



Special Thanks

Community Organisations and Schools

Bass Coast Shire Council, Wonthaggi ArtSpace, 

Bass Coast Adult Learning, Bass Coast Children’s 

Centre, Kids as Catalysts, Newhaven Primary 

School, John Gemmill, Dina McMaster, Myli 

Community Libraries, Phillip Island Land 

Alliance, Bass Coast/South Gippsland 

Reconciliation Group, Community Music 

Victoria, Bass Coast Schools, South Gippsland 

Conservation Society, Save Western Port 

Woodlands, Wonthaggi Neighbourhood Centre 

Phillip Island Nature Park, Destination Phillip 

Island, Victorian National Parks Association, 

Community Music Victoria, Bass Coast Landcare, 

Westernport Water, Bass Coast Landcare 

Network, Bass Coast Post,  The Waterline News 

and San Remo Print it Fast. 



Big thanks also to participants of the ‘For Our Future’ Open Working Group Meeting.

L. To R. Michelle Maes, Cr Geoff Ellis, Susan Hall, Anne Davie OAM, Kay Setches OAM – Project Patron 

Laura Brearley, Ursula Theinert, Terry Melvin
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