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Events

Scenic Estate Reserve
Upcoming events for 2021: 

Meet at the carpark at 10am for a 2 hour event. 

BYO morning tea please.

Monday 20 September: Gorse weeding #2

Sunday 26 September: Open Day - a gentle stroll around SER to find 

out about its history, native flora and fauna and management issues. 

Sunday 7 November: Thistle control - this will be a very important 

weeding event to remove thistles before they set seed over summer. 

Tools and gloves will be provided, but you are welcome to BYO.

Sunday 3 October 2021 at 2.00 pm

Venue:  Anglican Church Hall or Zoom

(depending on Covid requirements).

Please RSVP: 28 September to the Secretary 

so we can keep you up to date.

.

Photograph by Terry Melvin

Speaker: Shana Bremner, Waste Education 

Officer, Bass Coast Shire Council.

Waste Management in Bass Coast

• Overview of our three bin system

• Where our waste goes 

• Recycling industry – current challenges

• Waste Hierarchy – small things, big 

impact!

If you have any questions on Waste Management, please send 

to the secretary by Wednesday 29 September.

http://www.picsvictoria.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/%20picsvictoria
http://www.facebook.com/%20picsvictoria
http://gmail.com/
http://gmail.com/
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JEFF NOTTLE

We are pleased with the response from Council in preparing 

the draft Domestic Animal Management Plan. The draft plan 

incorporates many of the issues PICS have taken to 

We are now emerging again from the latest round of 

pandemic restrictions. The process has been exhausting and 

the community have shown strong resilience to the many 

challenges. Nevertheless, during this time your PICS 

committee has been working as hard as possible on a 

number of projects. 

Council. The draft plan supports PICS views in relation to education and how to report dog 

attacks and rushes for the community, improved patrols and enforcement, improved signage, 

introduction of 24/7 cat containment, seeking State funding for dedicated off-leash dog parks 

and the facilitation of discussions between stakeholder working groups. The thorny issue of 

dogs off-leash on our beaches is not finalised.

Unfortunately the proponents of a car ferry to the Island have just announced the securing of 

funding for another study. The proponents who advocated for this funding have not declared 

themselves and in the interests of transparency I believe the community has the right to know 

who secured the funding and why they believe the community should be put through this 

divisive issue again, particularly during a pandemic.

Our Arts Working Group have excellent initiatives that have been deferred for some time also 

as a result of the pandemic restrictions. Our Outdoor Working Group is engaging with the 

community and working with John Eddy as he moves into a less time consuming involvement. 

Our Planning Group have also been busy in relation to key development initiatives.

We look forward to our members joining us during the next PICS General Meeting on Sunday 3 

October.

RED ROCKS/SALTWATER CREEK COASTCARE

We are very pleased to announce the appointment of Nick Stevens as the new coordinator 

of RRSWC Coastcare. Nick will work in collaboration with Meg Anderson, PICS’ Volunteer 

Coordinator and member of the OWG team. We are calling on more volunteers to get 

involved with the important work in this precinct which includes both coastal and estuarine 

reserves, as many hands make light work in planting, weeding and controlling litter.



another 4 years. As NRM Officer I managed a multitude of grant-funded projects, working mostly with a 

network of rural and peri-urban landholders, to rehabilitate lowland rainforest remnants and koala 

habitat.

My passion lies in the restoration of environmental assets and bringing people and resources together 

to get the job done. This passion, together with my organisational/networking skills is what I hope to 

bring to the Red Rocks Saltwater Creek Coastcare group. I live a 5 minute walk from Red Rocks and 

have built a close bond to this corner of the island

In looking forward to a post-lockdown world in 2022 I hope re-invigorate the group with new members 

and come together routinely around themes of doing, learning and socialising! Also keeping in mind the 

continuation of John Eddy’s legacy and his in-depth understanding of the area. 

I’d also like to use this opportunity as a call out to anyone who is interested (or may know of anyone 

interested) in joining the group to give their details to Meg Anderson via PICS.    
PAGE 03

My family moved from the Northern Rivers, NSW to Phillip Island in 2013 

when my partner Rebecca started a research (Marine Scientist) position at 

Phillip Island Nature Parks.  As our children were very young at the time (1 

& 3 yr old boys) I dedicated my time to being a full-time Dad. This was 

quite a change from my previous life working at Lismore City Council 

since 2004, initially as a Natural Resource Management (NRM) Officer for 

5 years, then as Coordinator of the Environment & Sustainability Team for

John uses a scientific approach, as a citizen science monitor - John (with the help of Phil wright and 

Alison Oates) have devised and conducted monitoring projects at SER - checking for weeds, native flora 

and fauna sightings, creating vegetation maps, plus any management concerns - litter, erosion, 

vandalism.

He has tested new methods of planting such as semi long-stemmed planting in dunes to improve 

success. Measuring coastal erosion and swamp paperbark invasion at SER.  He considers rainfall and 

climate conditions when planning planting schedules. 

Has undertaken major revegetation works such as the Banksia Woodland on north side of SWC and 

recent collaboration with Phillip Island Landcare for the planting blitz on north and south side of SWC -

native grasses and shrubs.

John is always meticulously planned when conducting annual working bees, which he scheduled for the 

most suitable season - spent many hours creating plant lists for different sites, organising and making up 

guards, colour-coding stakes for the various trials, organising pre-spraying of weeds to allow volunteers 

to carry out planting at a future date. Is most thorough with regard to risk management and educating 

volunteers re safe use of equipment, planting and weeding methods.

He has been instrumental in applying for grants with Council and Coastcare for major works such as 

Paspalum control at SER and of course sharing his vast knowledge gently and generously!

Thank You to John Eddy

As you know John Eddy has stepped down from his coordinator role for the 

outdoor working groups and taken on a quieter role.  But did you know:

That he has dedicated a lifetime to conservation and over 15 years to the care, 

conservation and improvement of native vegetation and habitats on Phillip 

Island as coordinator for Friends of Scenic Estate Reserve (FOSER) Red 

Rocks (RR) and Saltwater Creek (SWC) working groups.

Welcome to Nick Stephens –

Coordinator RRSWC Coastcare



Profile #1

Why do you enjoy 

Conservation?
It gives me an opportunity to have 

a positive impact on the natural 

environment and try to 

compensate for human 

disturbance by helping to 

rehabilitate habitats for native 

fauna.  It can be as simple as 

picking up rubbish on the beach, 

removing weed species and 

planting native flora.

What is something little known 

about you?
I love wildlife, especially birds, 

that’s why I love weeding too –

because by removing weeds from 

our gardens and coastal reserves 

and replacing with indigenous 

species, we improve habitats for 

our native species so they can 

survive and thrive.

What would you like to see on 

Phillip Island?
I would like to see the BCSC 

adopt stronger domestic animal 

laws on Phillip Island, and to find 

a way to improve the level of 

compliance amongst dog walkers 

on the on-leash beaches and bird 

refuges in order to improve the 

breeding success of beach-

nesting birds such as the Hooded 

Plover.

Our Committee was asked to answer three questions. 

See how well you know your Committee.  Can you identify the first three respondents?

Go to page 10 to see how well you have done!

Getting to Know Your Committee
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Profile #2

Why do you enjoy 

Conservation?

I like conservation for many 

reasons. Mainly because we 

need to restore the natural 

balance between human 

activity and the natural 

environment. Through 

conservation we conserve 

what we have now and then 

set about tipping the balance 

back towards our natural flora 

and fauna.

What is something little known 

about you ?
I enjoy all types of music, 

especially the underlying 

percussion.  I was a boarder at 

St. Bede’s Mentone and enjoyed 

playing drums in the school 

band.  In the 60’s I played in the 

bluesy Loved Ones band and 

then in the psychedelic 

Grunewald Burlesque.

What would you like to see 

happen on the Island?
I want to see more nature 

conserved and reinstated on 

Phillip Island.  A progressive buy 

back of all the land between the 

eastern side of the Rhyll

Newhaven Road and Reid 

Bight, Denne Bight and Swan 

Bay.  This would link in with 

Rhyll Inlet to the north and 

Churchill Island Marine National 

Park to the South East.  It would 

create a wonderful natural land 

and marine reserve.  It’s the 

obvious next big step … just ask 

the swans, pelicans, gulls and 

all the visiting birdlife!

Profile #3

Why do you enjoy 

Conservation?
I was surprised by this 

question as my instant reaction 

was why would you NOT be 

into conservation.  I have many 

reasons for my passion for 

conservation but the main one 

is the great satisfaction that 

comes with the knowledge that 

I am part of preserving habitat 

for the fauna and bird life for 

our children to enjoy.  I am 

also happy to fight for the small 

amount of remnant vegetation 

that we have left. This 

devastation must stop.

What is something little 

known about you?      
That I spent Christmas 

morning in Pentridge!  I was 

Mayor of Coburg City Council 

and was invited to a church 

service and breakfast with the 

prisoners.  It was one of my 

more surreal experiences! 

What would you like to see on 

Phillip Island? 
What I would really like to see 

happen is to have a complete 

stop to the overdevelopment of 

the island.  Habitat has been 

destroyed at an alarming rate, 

remnant vegetation has been 

put under enormous pressure.  

I would like to see a much 

large proportion of the 

population of Phillip Island 

taking on responsibility for 

caring and protecting our 

environment and we lose what 

makes the Island special, we 

have to stop the rampant 

overdevelopment before we 

become suburban.



Outdoor Working Group Report -

June – August 2021

Over a productive winter season, we have been very fortunate that working bees for both 

planting and weeding have actually gone ahead as planned, between lockdowns! The good 

rains have really assisted the survival of plants. A huge thank you to our wonderful volunteers 

who turn up in all weathers!

What’s been happening at               

SCENIC ESTATE RESERVE?

On 20th June, a willing team of 10 volunteers 

worked hard to plant 200 grasses, shrubs 

and small trees at 3 sites throughout the 

reserve. Due to heavy rains, the planting 

holes dug prior had become waterlogged, so 

the plants were going into very wet 

conditions and this may affect the success of 

the plantings. This will be monitored.

On 15 August 2021 on a fine winter’s day, 10 

enthusiastic volunteers turned out to the 

Woody Weed working bee and removed some 

boxthorn, gorse and 8 pittosporum (some over 

2m tall) - it was great to remove these before 

they set seed! There was even time for some 

litter removal.

On Monday,13 September 2021 a group met 

for gorse weeding working bee #1.

What’s been happening at RED ROCKS?

On 27 June, a small but hard-working team 

of volunteers turned out to assist John Eddy 

with a special working bee to revegetate 

damaged sand dunes at Red Rocks Point by 

planting 57 natives including correa alba, 

coast daisy and coast tea tree, with the 

addition of some slow release fertilizer for 

extra help. John trialled the semi-long 

stemmed method with 20 specimens grown 

with longer stems which were planted at a 

depth of 300-400 mm, to see if they have a 

greater survival rate in this harsh 

environment.

Carmen Bush and Meg Anderson

Red Rocks Planting Team

Red Rocks Dune Planting

Scenic Reserve

Pittosporum
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John and Tim with cut gorse



What’s been happening at SALTWATER CREEK:

The PICS/Landcare planting blitz on 11 July at Saltwater Creek 

was highly successful, with about 30 volunteers planting a total of 

500 grasses and shrubs/trees on the north and south sides of the 

creek. This included 4 experimental plots where a circular area of 

weeds which had been poisoned a few weeks prior, was planted 

out with guards installed then the plot was fenced for extra 

protection.
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Saltwater Creek Trial Plot 3

Saltwater Creek Trial Plot  2

However, the following day, it was very disheartening to 

find that vandals had damaged about 16 cardboard guards 

and stakes. The guards have since been replaced and 

regular checks are now being made by the Outdoor 

Working Group members. (Please report any further 

damage to PICS). We hope this was an isolated incident 

and we look forward to our plants thriving in years to come 

as part of a restored creek reserve!

Like other organisations Totally Renewable Phillip Island (TRPI) has found it difficult to 

organise events this year.  A Working Group/Volunteer day that had been planned may now 

become part of the BCS’s Sustainability Festival at the end of the year.  TRPI has had a 

presence at community markets when possible.

Zoe Geyer, the co-ordinator, has had articles in the Advertiser and Bass Coast Post.  The 

subjects were electrical vehicles and sustainable housing.

Artists’ Society of Phillip Island (ASPI) is now a partner.  PICS is a member of the TRPI Core 

Group.

Zoe organised a presentation at our recent meeting by a man who she met at the Off-grid 

Living Festival earlier this year.  Jan demonstrated his HomeBiogas digester that utilises 

methanogen bacteria, similar to those in cow stomachs, breaking down organic waste, creating 

gas and bio-fertiliser.  He has the unit in his sun-room.  Sheltered Glamping on Berry’s Beach 

Road has a home biogas in situ.

It is hoped that the students of Newhaven College will become involved with TRPI.

The communities of Heyfield and Mallacoota are also pursuing total renewable by 2030. 

Bob Davie has been invited to talk about Carbon Farming at the Veterinarians for Climate 

Change in Melbourne in November.  Professor Peter Doherty is the Keynote Speaker.

Totally Renewable Phillip Island (TRPI) 
Anne Davie

.



Holiday Island Motel, 349-357 Church Street, Cowes

PICS was an objector to this application and a submitter at VCAT. 

VCAT approved an amended application which did not include the function centre.

A full landscape plan is required as a condition of the approval.  It appears that the applicant 

was eventually able to have the request for existing right use accepted. 

Cowes Foreshore Tourist Park, 164-188 Church Street, Cowes

PICS was an objector to this application and a submitter at VCAT. 

VCAT recently handed down its decision of approval with the only major concession for the 

neighbours being the condition to move the bouncy castle and swimming pool toward the rear 

of the site.

The main concern of PICS was the location of the glamping tents and caravan park uses 

within the cleared foreshore reserve. VCAT determined that the proposed use would have no 

greater impact than the existing use. This is a disappointment for PICS and neigbours who 

requested that the glamping tents be disallowed and that fences be installed to control 

pedestrian traffic between the caravan park and the beach dunes. PICS has written to Bass 

Coast Shire requesting the cleared area in the foreshore reserve be replanted. PICS has also 

requested that all camping use in the foreshore reserve be abolished when the caravan park 

lease is renewed. 

Newhaven Caravan Park

PICS is an objector to this application and is a submitter to the VCAT hearing which is 

scheduled for 5 days from the 18 October.

PICS has requested one hour at the hearing. Council has recently unanimously rejected the 

application. 

Update on Planning Permits

Terry Nott

The future of the Boys Home in Newhaven has been raised with PICS and the Newhaven 

Resident Association.  Both organisations have made requests to Bass Coast Council for 

information about the current planning permit, vegetation removal, and works on the property.  

Council response states:

• The permit for a 22 lot residential sub division issued following a VCAT determination in 

2011 is current. There have been four extensions to this permit and the council has an 

application for a fifth extension. 

• If changes to the permit are requested, then the community and PICS will be notified.

• The property is still on one title.

• A Vegetation Protection Overlay was in place when the permit was issued. Council have 

made several inspections of the property and will continue to monitor the site.

PICS will continue to keep an eye on the site, but believe that the National Trust and the 

Newhaven Residents Association are the appropriate organisations to take the issue further at 

present.

Planning Report 
Penny Manning
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Eco Arts Activism – Local Films selected for International Film Festivals

Local film-maker Terry Melvin and his creative partner Laura Brearley have a commitment to 

the conservation and healing of the environment and supporting environment activism. Four of 

their recent films about the local natural environment in Bass Coast have been selected for 

international film festivals showing in 2021. Laura is a member of the PICS Arts Working 

Group.

The Save Western Port Woodlands Campaign Goes Global

‘The Cost of Sand’ is also 

an Official Selection of the 

S.O.F.A Film Festival 

(Animals, Wildlife, 

Environment, Conservation)

becomes pat of their library and may screen 

at events in New York, LA and at international 

events in Brazil, China, Finland and Mexico. 

The Wildlife Conservation Film Festival is a 

juried event with attendees and participants 

that include international wildlife 

conservationists, filmmakers, photographers, 

scientists and people across the globe that 

work toward the preservation of global 

biodiversity. WCFF has a global educational 

outreach program with secondary and post-

secondary institutions in North and South 

America, Asia, Africa and Europe. Their 

Board of Advisors includes Dr Jane Goodall, 

Dr. Sylvia Earle and Fabien Cousteau.    
https://www.wcff.org/

The Cost of Sand’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YATfgXvdtJM&t=3s

Dr Laura Brearley

Arts Report

The film ‘The Cost of Sand’

has been selected for the 

international Wildlife 

Conservation Film Festival, 

October 2021. The film

taking place in Cyprus, 3rd – 8th October.

The S.O.F.A Film Festival showcases local 

and international films relating to animals, 

animal welfare, conservation and the 

environment. 
https://filmfreeway.com/SOFAFilmFestival

For Western Port

The film ‘For Western Port’ 

advocated for the protection of 

Western Port from 

industrialisation and the

proposed AGL Gas Jetty and

‘For Western Port’ has also 

recently been selected for 

inclusion in the Global Peace 

Film Festival being held in 

Florida USA, September –

October 2021.

Pipeline, joining many other voices of 

protest. ‘For Western Port’ film received an 

Exceptional Merit Award at the 2021 Nature 

without Borders International Film Festival, 

a festival exclusively created 

for nature-oriented topics. 
https://www.nwbiff.com/

The mission of the Festival is to connect 

artistic, political, social and personal 

expression to positive, respectful vehicles for 

action and change. www.peacefilmfest.org

‘For Western Port’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4cE0rJUiS0&t=1s

063.JPG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YATfgXvdtJM&t=3s
076.JPG
https://www.nwbiff.com/
http://www.peacefilmfest.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4cE0rJUiS0&t=1s


Support for Warburton Environment’s Tall Trees 

Festival 

‘Call of the Forest’ is a COVID-era film made in 

support of Warburton Environment’s campaign 

against clearfell logging in native forests in the 

Central Highlands of Victoria for the recent on-line 

Tall Trees Festival.

Vulnerable birds and animals at risk from clear-felling 

in these forests include: Leadbeater’s Possum, Tiger 

Quoll, Spotted Tree Frog, Powerful Owl, Sooty Owl, 

Masked Owl, the Greater Glider, Yellow-bellied Glider 

and Smoky Mouse. 

The voiceover introduction of the film includes the 

words: 

‘We’ve come together from regional and metropolitan 

areas through our shared concern for the loss of 

native ecosystems, the warming climate and the links 

between the two. The song ‘Are you Listening?’ that 

you hear in the film was written for the Save Western 

Port Woodlands campaign and we offer an adapted 

version of it to the Tall Trees Festival as an act of 

solidarity. We learned through the successful AGL 

campaign in Westernport the strategic importance of 

collaboration across environmental groups and 

campaigns.’

‘Call of the Forest’   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4enKOFMIUVg&t=12s
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Photographs by Terry Melvin

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4enKOFMIUVg&t=12s


PICS member Terry Nott unearthed an old Conservation pamphlet c 1990 – 91, and in 
the last edition you would have seen Page 4. This is Page 1 and our postage address 
is still the same! So many years of conservational activity.
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Blast From The Past

Quiz answers:  Profile #1 Meg Anderson, Profile #2 Terry Nott, Profile #3 Pauline Taylor



COMMITTEES

SUB-COMMITTEE OF PICS

Red Rocks/Saltwater Creek Coastcare and

Friends of Scenic Estate Reserve: 

Contact: Volunteer Coordinator - Meg Anderson, 

Ph: 0401 370 406

Email:meganderson213@gmail.com

OTHER GROUPS:

Friends of Koalas (FOK):

Contact Ph:0419 552 385 or 0484 921 028

Friends of Churchill Island (FOCIS): 

Email: secretary@focis.org.au

Bird Life Bass Coast:

President: Gil Smith basscoast@birdlife.org.au 

Secretary: Sue Woolley basscoast@birdlife.org.au

Bass Coast Climate Action Network:

Michael Nugent: BassCoastCAN@gmail.com

Ph: 0416 039 933

PICS COMMITTEE 2021

President: Jeff Nottle - Media enquiries –

Ph: 0419 158 232

Vice President: Jane Jobe

Secretary: Josephine Kent Ph: 0421 310 204

Email: phillipislandconservation@gmail.com

Minutes Secretary: Carmen Bush

Treasurer: Matthew Ingham

Committee: Margaret Hancock (planning), 

Penny Manning (Chair of c/ee meetings/planning), 

Terry Nott, Lisa Schonberg, Phil Wright,             

Anne Davie, Pauline Taylor, Dr Laura Brearley,   

Meg Anderson.

The Committee meets at 9.30am on 1st Saturday

of each month.
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Membership

If you like the work we do, why not become 

a member? By becoming a member of 

PICS, you help us continue our mission 

and in return, you will also receive these 

great benefits:

• Get 25% off entry prices to all Phillip 

Island Nature Parks attractions including 

the Penguin Parade

• Receive “The Penguin” quarterly 

newsletter

• Invitations to exclusive presentations by 

expert speakers on planning, wildlife and 

environment

• Access to advice on planning and 

environment matters that may effect you

• Opportunities to help the environment 

through volunteering days

• Be part of a like-minded community 

making a difference

• Public Fund donations are tax free.

Single Membership - $25/year

Family Membership - $35/year

Concession Membership - $15/year

Or just donate to the Public Fund.

To become a member or to donate 

go to our website and click on 

Become a Member 

https://picsvictoria.org.au/become-a-
member/ 

You can also download a form from the 

site or contact the secretary Josephine 

Kent, Ph: 0421 310 204 or Email: 

phillipislandconservation@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/
picsvictoria 

PICS Facebook page is getting a lot 
of notice in 2021 and items can also 
be found on our website. Please 
join the other 2900 people who like 
our page. 
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http://focis.org.au/
http://birdlife.org.a/
http://birdlife.org.a/
http://gmail.com/
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